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SUBJLECT: What to Cull the So-Called “Sunni Triangle”

Don,

—lhc Turks call it the “Devil’s Triangle.”

That might be a good phrase [or us to adopt.
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TO: Gen. Dick Myers Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS
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Jerry Bremer
Panl Wolfowitz
Doug Feith

FROM: Donald Rumsfeld f\) ‘\'

SUBJECT:  Sunni Triangle

Attached is an e-mail from a person on the ground in Irag with some strong views.

It is worth reading and thinking about.

sgg.s.c. §552(0)( &)

Thanks.

Altach,
\)12‘)/().&-1\1&1] 10 James Schlesinger e: Repuort from Sunm Trangle

HiHRudh
10340817

Please respond by RN EE




Subject: Fwd: Report from Sunni Triangle
Date: Mon. 29 Sep 2003 13.58:42 .04

“Fhe Mannes should be sent into the 1oughest area ASAP.
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Subject: Repat tiem S

Below is 3 sobenng rrpost from & friead who 15 a Foreigh Service officer 484 & ugor in the Army’s Special Forces

1spent a week in Baghdad and thea a week 1 the Shia heardand :n Hillah and finally lunded s1x woeks ago as Ambassador Biomers
Goverzance Coovdizos in Rasadi, southern piece of the Suani Trisagle, ] worked with the 34 ACR foe fous weeks and am now with the 820
Fascinating sssugnment, Sut the wost consisteot dsnges 1 have experienced. These IEDs 1od RPG aruacks arc prycbalogicaily worse than combet

and ate aking a telf on the boops While iy is steasucally impechable that one will be hut, they remain sanarving. e3pecially for those of us that
have been thtough an anack

Ditficult 10 esablish gound tuth hese, because of the diversity from Nosth vo Cenf cenajnly is » diftetent world ia Najaf and
Karbala than wWhal we expenence here with the angry Sunnis. Mannes in Karbals his battalion - did really incredible work

M dspetnds 0b whethet ane is & winnes o 8 J03¢T 1B the Bew Iraq | suppose The pamnc is o exjrand the 1¢alm of wianas 0 they squeeze oul
e operatng space of the lasers, but T have (0 say that in my neighborhood we are losing thaf fight. as the bad guys are pisymg a coalrary game
with some cffectiveuess. Fallujah bas a level of rage that I baven't seca since Mogadishis 1od £ would bave to guess 1§ right at the tipping pome
of 3 whelesale revelt. The problem is we Jost 50 much Sme hat we ase now playiag 8 desperste game of cawch op. aad it may be (oo late

1 think we have siy monts Sere, 3nd whatevet we accemplish in six moudhs is what we will be able 10 do. We can stay around thioogh pure
fovoe, but Jrag will be sef in the nexs balf year and of we ase soll tn the moddle we are o oow § tunk we will have cormplesely Jost te munabve.

1t 15 all abeut pouer clecneal power), police, a4 polidcal process, aad if we can deliver on those three, we could soll make thus work, But we
need » susge on all vuee. oot the Ltde of this EiCe of that kiod of approsch we bave had to date ! sdll find e polics program maddening for us
-ack of focus and the inability five moniis {nto this 10 have something ig place that wcuid be produaing » quality force

Dunsg the Cold War Amenca employed » "we pay, you fight” policy of national defense, uimg proxics 1 wear e Soviet Lnion down na 1ts
chalf. This evolved duriag Guif 110 3 “you pay, we £ght” policy, as wealthy Assb sheikhs and Asian vil consumers financed the U.S.-ied
2apulsion of Sacdam Hussesn from Kuwait. We have sow sdopiad 8 “we pay, we fight” palicy, as around the globe Amenca 1 doing itall, wd

payng for it ek 115 a pobcy that 1y weanng us down, made ad the worse by tae ready availabusty of albies thae have ot beea Fally empowered
w enter the fight
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A quality rag) pobice force. propetly zrmed snd equipped, coald fake over Dy of the N3ty jobs American soldiers ¢ performing. such as
Leeping the toads cleared of improvised explogive devices and consolling e borders (at wse reportedly heing infiltrated by temsosists. Police 10

liag could be employed fos $2 per day. But ey are 2ot beang enployed in anytung cloce (o the numbers that are aceded, and those that are og
he beat. are vhabbily armed and lasgely untuned

Formuing quality secisity foroes in s hunry has been doae before. In 1983 President Reagan Zisde a deteraunation 1o stop the advance of FMLN
ruemilas in El Salvades. Over a period af foar mouths the eytire Saivadorms ymior offices carps was brought 1o the Urated States for basie
AMicer's maitung, while whole battalinns were trcught to bases in the U S and Honduras for vait uaining A newly coapowered Salvadonat

Army ook 1O the lield acd rapidly nuned the ude. leading the counary inte peace Wlls in 1989 and 1o 3 full parucipatory demaczady that
in<luded the counury's formuer guenilly foes thereafter.

yag needs a proficionl and wedl-cyuipped police force 5 & Ty so that our soldiers can §0 hatne — (o our s2ke, ind for TRq's sahe, Since cur
weicome 13 Quickly weanng ow :
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